
To be able to compare, from practical experience, the soldiers' fighting methods of the Indian mutiny 
period with those of the late war was the fortunate position of Luke Alfred Smith, 215 St. Clarens 
avenue, who died on Monday in his eighty-fifth year. The late Mr. Smith was an old British soldier, 
with a fine record, and he not only fought thru the Indian mutiny in 1857, but he was one of that 
desperate band of heroic volunteers who went out to almost certain death to blow up the Cashmere 
gate. Few of that glorious band survived, but Mr. Smith came thru, and he was awarded a medal and a 
clasp for his daring.

The late Mr. Smith was born in London, England, in 1835. At the age of sixteen years he enlisted in the
52nd Light Infantry, and joined the regiment in Limerick, Ireland. In 1853 he sailed with the regiment to
Calcutta, India, and from there went to Allahabad and Umballa, and on thru the Punjab to Sealcoote. In 
1856 his regiment was ordered to proceed to Lucknow, and was the first British regiment to enter that 
city. Smith was present when the then Rajah of Oude was made a prisoner and deprived of his 
kingdom. For eleven months he remained in Lucknow, when he was relieved by the 32nd Foot, and 
went back, marching all the way to Sealcoote. When the mutiny broke out, Mr. Smith and his regiment 
were on the flying column under General Nicolson, organized to intercept the Sealcoote mutineers. He 
fought at the battle of Revil and then with his regiment marched and fought a way thru to Delhi, where 
he took part in the storming of the town.

Having “done his bit” in India, Mr. Smith returned to England in 1862. In 1871 he came to Toronto, 
where he has lived until his death. He was a member of Lodge Cheltenham, S.O.E. He is survived by 
his widow, one son and three daughters.

The funeral takes place from his late residence on Thursday at 2 p.m., to Prospect Cemetery.
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